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The picture above is a view of Grantham Village, looking east from
Dunbar Hill, showing Dunbar Free Library in center, original store
buildings at left, and Sugar River in foreground. This is an undated
photo, but probably around 1915.
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Town Report Dedication
The Board of Selectmen dedicates this 2012 Town Report to Conrad and Lea Frey for their
lengthy service to the Town of Grantham. Acting as Town Archivist for 15 years, Lea has collected and preserved town records from the late 1700’s which include Selectmen and Tax Collector records, town maps, Vital Statistics, early library and church records as well as photographs. During her tenure a computer was donated to the Town to aid in preserving this information.

Conrad has held numerous posts including Treasurer of the Friends of the Dunbar Free Library
and the Grantham Historical Society, Trustee of the Trust Funds, and starting as an Alternate in
1995 to the present position Chairman of the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

This couple has given over 35 years of combined service to this community. They epitomize the
concept of volunteerism. We are ever grateful for all they have given to the Town of Grantham.

“Volunteers aren’t paid, not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless.”
~Anonymous
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Town Information
SELECTMEN’S OFFICE; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-6021; fax 603-863-4499
Hours:
Monday............................. 8am – 5pm
Tuesday............................. 8am – 5pm
Wednesday........................ 8am – 5pm
Thursday........................... 8am – 5pm
Friday................................ 8am – 4pm
TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR; PO Box 135; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-5608; fax 603-863-4499
Hours:
Monday............................. 8am – 5pm
Tuesday............................. 8am – 5pm & 6pm – 8pm
Wednesday........................ 8am – 5pm & 6pm – 8pm
Thursday........................... 8am – 5pm; Closed for lunch from 12pm – 1pm
Friday................................ 8am – 4pm; Closed for lunch from 12pm – 1pm
DUNBAR FREE LIBRARY; PO Box 1580; 401 Route 10 S; 603-863-2172
Hours:
Monday............................. 9am – 7:30pm
Tuesday............................. Closed
Wednesday........................ 9am – 7:30pm
Thursday........................... 9am – 5pm
Friday................................ 9am – 12pm
Saturday............................ 9am – 2pm
FIRE DEPARTMENT; PO Box 80; 251 Route 10 S; 603-863-5710
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT; 36 Dunbar Hill Road; 603-863-9156; fax 603-863-4499
POLICE DEPARTMENT; PO Box 704; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-6844; fax 603-863-8152
Non-Emergency 24-Hour Dispatch 603-863-3232; EMERGENCY 911
TRANSFER STATION; 1150 Route 114; 603-863-9713; fax 603-863-4499
Hours
Sunday.............................. 9am – 4pm
Monday............................. 8am – 12pm
Tuesday............................. Closed
Wednesday........................ Closed
Thursday........................... 8am – 4pm
Friday................................ 10am – 4pm
Saturday............................ 8am – 4pm
MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE
Board of Selectmen: 2nd & 4th Wednesday; 5pm
Conservation Commission: 3rd Monday; 7pm
Library Trustees: 3rd Wednesday; 5:30pm
Planning Board: 1st Thursday; 7pm
Trustees of the Trust Funds: 2nd Tuesday; 1pm
Zoning Board of Adjustment: 4th Thursday; 7pm
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The Who’s Who of Grantham
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Constance A. Jones
G. Warren Kimball, Chair
Kenneth Story

TERM EXPIRES
2013
2014
2015

MODERATOR
Victoria Smith
Lorie McClory, Assistant

2014

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR – Melissa White
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT – Ann Jasper
RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASSISTANT – Martha Norris
TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
Rita Friedman
Cynthia Towle, Deputy

2013

TOWN TREASURER
Christopher Morris
Deputies: Stephen Adamic, Ann Neu

2014

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN COMMITTEE (Appointed)
Donald Wenz
Robert MacNeil
Patricia MacNeil

2015
2015
2015

CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Chris Paquette
G. Warren Kimball
Arnold “Andy” Anderson

2013
2014
2015

CEMETERY SEXTON – Warren Legacy
CONSERVATION COMMISSION (Appointed)
Kristina Burgard
Lindsey Lefebvre
Sheridan Brown
Merle Schotanus
Richard Hocker
Alternates: David Wood, Joseph Watts
Clerk: Caroline Hoen

2013
2013
2014
2014
2015
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The Who’s Who of Grantham
DUNBAR FREE LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Lorie McClory
Robert Kevin Hughes
Susan Mellow
Ed Jenik
Wendy Grant

2013
2013
2014
2015
2015

LIBRARIAN – Dawn E.S. Huston; B. Joey Holmes, Assistant
PLANNING BOARD
Alden Pillsbury
Charles McCarthy
Carl Hanson
Karen Ryan
Selectmen’s Rep. – G. Warren Kimball
Alternates: Larry Fuller, Robert Barnes, Mary Hutchins
Clerk: Jessica Smith
SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
Donna Stamper
Sandra Noordsy
Jane Taylor

2013
2014
2015
2015

2014
2016
2018

RECREATION PARK COMMITTEE (Appointed)
Marsha Googins
Todd Cartier
Richard Anderson
John Ames
Selectmen’s Rep. – G. Warren Kimball
TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS
Robert Fogg
James Coakley
Robert Lewis

2013
2014
2015

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (Appointed)
Conrad Frey
Richard Mansfield
Myron Cummings
Margery Bostom
Tanya McIntire
Clerk: Martha Norris

2013
2014
2014
2014
2016

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR – Laurie Field
ATHLETICS DIRECTOR – Marsha Googins
BUILDING CUSTODIAN – Bruce Hinz
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The Who’s Who of Grantham
BUILDING INSPECTOR – Roger Woodworth

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR – David Beckley

F.A.S.T. SQUAD
Stuart Gillespie, EMT-I, Coordinator; Jeff Figley, EMT-I, Asst. Coordinator/Training Officer; Susan Figley,
EMT-I/Secretary; Jane Chipman, EMT-I/Treasurer; Jill Davis, EMT-P; Bruce Chipman, EMT-I; Benjamin
Lefebvre, EMT-I; Joshua Merriam, EMT-I; Lori Avery, EMT-B; Kaylee Burroughs, EMT-B; Jeremiah
Fountain, EMT-B; Erin Hammond, EMT-I; Jason McMahon, EMT-B; William Ryan, EMT-B; Brittany
Rocheleau, EMT-B

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Jeremiah Fountain, Chief ; David Beckley, Deputy Chief; Jason McMahon, Lieutenant; Firefighters - Rosie
Bard; Donald Barton; Michael Benoit; Chris Boyes; Kaylee Burroughs; Kate Bushman; Robert Coburn;
Eric Covill; Rick Covill; William Follensbee; Ian Gill; Erin Hammond; Justin Hastings; Dustin Holmes;
Benjamin Lefebvre; Joshua Merriam; Robin Palermo; Brittany Rocheleau; William Ryan; Ionut “John”
Sava; Jack Tibbits

FIRE WARDEN – Jeremiah Fountain

GROUNDSKEEPER – Glenn Carey

HEALTH OFFICER – Roger Woodworth; Dr. Richard Sachs, Deputy

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Joseph Newcomb, Road Agent
Jeffrey Hastings, Assistant Road Agent

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Walter Madore, Sr., Chief
John Parsons, Sergeant & Prosecutor
Judy DiPadova, Secretary
Specials: Robert Schwartz, Massad Ayoob, Vince Cunningham, Tim Julian
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The Who’s Who of Grantham
SAU #75
Jacqueline E. Guillette, Superintendent
Linda Kosiorek, Staff Accountant
Brenda Molloy, Administrative Assistant.
Maren Ardell, Special Education Director
Allen Damren, Business Administrator

SCHOOL BOARD
Jeffrey Walla

2013

Steve Miller

2014

Carolyn Simon

2014

Robert McCarthy

2015

Gale Schmidt

2015

Treasurer: Beverly Austin

2013

Clerk: Dwight Wilder

2013

Moderator: Carl Hanson

2013

TOWN ARCHIVIST – Rae Tober

TRANSFER STATION
Christopher Scott, Supervisor
Attendants: David Bocash, Gary Hepburn, Ron Fowler

WELFARE OFFICIAL – Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator
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Right to Know Law
What is the “Right-to-Know” Law, RSA 91:A? It is New Hampshire’s statute that emphasizes that the
business of the Town is the public’s business. It makes clear that, with very few exceptions, the public
has access to Town records and meetings held in connection with Town Government.
Who does it cover? All of us, whether we are elected officials, employees or volunteers serving on boards
of the Town of Grantham.
What does it cover? It covers all “meetings”. A “meeting” occurs whenever a quorum of a Board, Committee or Subcommittee has supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power. The law also requires
that the business of a Board be conducted at a meeting, rather than by telephone, e-mail or private gathering of individuals.
If it is a meeting, what does that mean? A notice of the time and place must be posted at least 24 hours in
advance (excluding Sundays and legal holidays) in at least two (2) public places. The public is entitled to
attend and may record or videotape the proceeding. All votes, with the very few exceptions itemized below, must be taken in open session and not be secret ballot. Minutes must be taken and made available to
the public within 144 hours.
When can we hold a nonpublic session? Rarely. The Right-to-Know Law lists certain limited situations,
which allow a Board to go into nonpublic session. Those situations are: Dismissal, promotion or setting
compensation for public employees, RSA 91:A: 3, II (a). Consideration of the hiring of a public employee, RSA 91:A: 3, II (b). Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of any person-however, this cannot be used to protect a person who is a member of your board, committee or subcommittee, RSA 91-A: 3, II (c). Consideration of the purchase, sale or lease of real or personal property, RSA 91-A: 3, II (d). Discussion of pending or threatened (in writing) litigation, RSA 91A: 3, II (e).
How do we go into nonpublic session? A motion must be made which specifically identifies the statutory
category, which is the reason for going into nonpublic session, and then a roll call must be taken in which
each member’s vote on the motion must be recorded.
If we go into nonpublic session, what then? Minutes must be taken just as you would in an open session.
Decisions can be made in nonpublic session. You must stick to the subject which was the reason for going into the nonpublic session; if there is need to discuss other matters which discussion would be covered
by a different exemption, you need to first come out of nonpublic session and then vote to go back in under that different exception. It is only in this way that a proper record can be prepared for public review.
The minutes from the nonpublic session must be made public within 72 hours unless two-thirds of the
members, while in nonpublic session, determine that the divulgence of the information likely would adversely affect the reputation of any person other than a member of the Board, Committee or Subcommittee, or render the circumstances, the minutes may be withheld until those circumstances no longer apply.
Action required to sequester.
Which Public Records are accessible? The public has access to all records held by the town except to the
extent they may fall under one of the exemptions listed above.
How quickly do the records need to be supplied? If the requested record cannot conveniently be made
available immediately, there is a deadline of five (5) business days for complying with the request. If
there is a question as to whether something is open to the public, what do I do? Consult with the Selectmen and they will get advice from town counsel, if necessary.
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In what format can the public demand that town records be produced? Most records are available for photocopying, but the Right-to-Know Law also extends the right to obtain computer disks of material already in the
town’s computers. A reasonable charge can be made to cove the cost of providing the copies or disks. In no
case, however, does a member of the public have the right to demand that the town collect, search for, or arrange information that is not already pulled together for the town’s own purpose.
This document is intended as a general outline of the “Right-to-Know” Law and is somewhat simplified for
ease of use. If you have any questions, please contact the Board of Selectmen.

2013 TOWN MEETING RULES
Non-voters who are not officers of the town may be allowed to address the meeting only if the town votes to
permit it.
ALL voters will direct their remarks to the moderator. Whenever a voter wishes to speak, he or she will address the moderator and identify him or herself.
Unless superseded by State law, reconsideration of a vote on any article should be brought up immediately after
the vote has been declared. A vote on the issuance of bonds or notes over $100,000 cannot be reconsidered at
the same meeting. The town may also vote to restrict reconsideration of any other vote in the same manner.
The moderator will conduct a secret “yes-no” ballot vote when five voters make a written request prior to a
voice or show hands vote on any article open for discussion.
Any ruling by the moderator can be challenged. The moderator will conduct a secret “yes-no” ballot when
seven or more voters questions any non-ballot vote immediately after the vote is declared, and before any other
business is conducted.
All proposed amendments to articles will be submitted in writing to the moderator prior to discussion of the
amendment.
Registered voters only will be seated in the center section of the meeting hall. Non-voters will be seated in the
visitor’s gallery located in the area bounded by the pillars and the inside wall of the meeting hall.
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Board of Selectmen Report
Town government last year continued to witness change, especially in terms of personnel. The day after
the 2012 town meeting, Town Administrator Becky Merrow announced her decision to return to her
northern New Hampshire roots and accept the position of Colebrook Town Manager. Becky came to
Grantham in the summer of 2009, living and working here for almost three years. We will miss her dedication and intelligence, but wish her all the best in the beautiful north country. At the same time, a bit of
stability returned to the board this year with the election of Ken Story to fill the vacancy created by the
resignation of Harold Haddock in the summer of 2011. Ken had been appointed by the two remaining
Selectboard members to fill out the remainder of Harold’s original term; his election at Town Meeting
last March allowed him to continue in that position.
While the economy has improved somewhat over the previous year, it has not recovered to the extent we
had hoped. For this reason, the board continued to pay attention to containing costs and using all tools
available to keep the tax rate as low as possible. Also on the agenda were needed improvements to our
infrastructure; specifically, two town-owned bridges that are in need of replacement within the next few
years. The board worked hard with our engineer to conduct the assessments necessary to begin the work,
and to pursue outside funding for these replacements that will significantly reduce the direct burden on
our citizens. Finally, working with our department heads we continued to investigate and pursue both
cost cutting measures and non-taxpayer funded income streams that will allow us to maintain our basic,
valued services without significant tax increases. Given the funding changes at the state level this has
been a true challenge; nevertheless, we pursue savings at every opportunity.
Finally, we once again want to thank our dedicated town volunteers. Their commitment to the prosperity
of our town is admirable and irreplaceable. A few of our committees have experienced inevitable turnover, so there are still opportunities for those interested to help out and be a part of making things work.
Please let any one of us know if you’re interested and we’ll match you up with a position that interests
you. As always, we look to improve public participation in town government at all levels.

Sincerely,
G. Warren Kimball, Chairman
Connie Jones
Kenneth Story
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Town Administrator’s Report
It’s amazing how fast a year goes by and 2012 was no different! We have a couple of new faces around
Town Hall, including Administrative Assistant Ann Jasper and Building Custodian Bruce Hinz. Their
warm smiles and pleasant demeanor add delight to our office. If you haven’t met them please stop by
and say hello.
Summer projects included the landscaping at the entrance to Town Hall, which was completed by Gilson’s Property Management. Tristan Gilson and his crew did a fantastic job and we continue to receive
compliments on this beautification project. In July, Hastings Construction started work on the soccer
field project at the Recreation Park. Brian Hastings and his crew worked tirelessly to complete the field
in time to plant the grass in the fall. Although the development of the park is not complete a lot of progress has been made including the installation of the backstop fencing, the well and septic for the pavilion and the concrete slabs for the dugouts and pavilion. I want to thank the Recreation Park Committee
and all the volunteers for their continued dedication in seeing this project through to completion.
In October we held our annual Health and Safety Fair. Although turnout was a little less than in previous
years the Lake Sunapee VNA still provided 113 flu shots. We will continue to work with Lake Sunapee
VNA to carry out this very important clinic.
Also in October the Board hired insulation contractor Leslie Goumillout of Franklin, NH to insulate
Town Hall. This project was completed in conjunction with the recommendations from NH’s Energy
Technical Assistance Program (ETAP). We are hopeful this project will reduce our heating costs for
years to come.
In 2008 we established a drop-off point in the foyer of Town Hall for food bank donations. I’m happy to
report that Grantham’s “spirit of giving” continues all year long! These donations are taken to our local
food banks on a regular basis. Don’t forget these agencies also accept donations of personal care items
such as soap, deodorant, paper towels, etc. Thank you for caring!
In closing, I want to thank the Board of Selectmen and all the town employees who have helped me in
my transition to Town Administrator. You all do an outstanding job and I couldn’t do it without all of
you!
Respectfully submitted,
Melissa M. White
Town Administrator
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Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s Report
Another year has flown by and I am once again writing the Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s piece for the
Annual Town Report. We were busy with the Presidential Primary in January, State Primary in September and the General election in November. We handled a record 265 absentee ballots for the November
election and had an 80% voter turnout with 2012 ballots cast. The task of holding an election involves
many people and I want to thank everyone who worked in and out of the spotlight.
The news from the Tax Collector side of the office is that you can pay your property taxes online at
www.granthamnh.net. Tax bills are due July and December of each year. The Property tax year runs
from April 1 to March 31. Be sure to check out the links for paying property tax, vehicle registrations,
vital records and dog licenses on line.
At the Town Clerk/Tax Collectors office you can:
Obtain tax information and pay tax bills, register your car, license your dog, register to vote, apply for a
marriage license and certified copies of vital records. Our information can be found on the Grantham
website www.granthamnh.net. The online calendar has our dates to remember, closed dates and revised
hours notices.
Rita Friedman, Town Clerk/Tax Collector

Cynthia Towle, Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector

Revenues Collected from July 1, 2011—June 30, 2012
MOTOR VEHICLE PERMIT FEES

$531,615.00

MUNCIPAL AGENT FEE

$12,936.00

RECLAMATION TRUST FUND

$8,110.00

RECLAMATION ADMINISTRATION FEES

$1,732.00

DOG LICENSES & FINES

$3,162.00

STATE DOG FUND

$1,422.00

MARRIAGE LICENSES

$630.00

VITAL STATISTICS CERTIFIED COPIES

$845.00

UCC FILINGS

$780.00

OTHER REVENUES

$453.00

TOTAL

$561,685.00
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MS-61

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
For the Municipality of Grantham
DEBITS
Levy for Year
of this Report
2011

UNCOLLECTED TAXES
BEG. OF YEAR*
Property Taxes

#3110

Resident Taxes

#3180

Land Use Change

#3120

Yield Taxes

#3185

Excavation Tax @ $.02/yd

#3187

Utility Charges

#3189

Property Tax Credit Balance**
Other Tax or Charges Credit
Balance**

Year Ending 06/30/2012

PRIOR LEVIES
(PLEASE SPECIFY YEARS)
2009 PRIOR
2010
903,937.12

<3,943.55>
<

-13,122.29

>

TAXES COMMITTED THIS YEAR

For DRA Use Only

Property Taxes

#3110

10,321,899.22

Supplimental

#3180

22,005.86

Land Use Change

#3120

5,740.00

Yield Taxes

#3185

10,030.27

Excavation Tax @ $.02/yd

#3187

189.66

Utility Charges

#3189

OVERPAYMENT REFUNDS
Property Taxes credits

#3110

3,943.55

Refunds

#3180

21,967.73

Land Use Change

#3120

Yield Taxes

#3185

Excavation Tax @ $.02/yd

#3187

Adjustments

3.64

Interest - Late Tax

#3190

7,222.18

Lien Costs

#3190

1291

TOTAL DEBITS

14,614.39

10,390,349.56

11,783.40

917,212.62 $

$

MS-61
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MS-61

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
CREDITS

REMITTED TO TREASURER
Property Taxes
Resident Taxes
Land Use Change
Yield Taxes
Interest (include lien conPenalties
Excavation Tax @ $.02/yd
Utility Charges
Conversion to Lien (principal only)
Tax Lien Costs
DISCOUNTS ALLOWED
ABATEMENTS MADE
Property Taxes
Resident Taxes
Land Use Change
Yield Taxes
Excavation Tax @ $.02/yd
Utility Charges

Levy for
PRIOR LEVIES
(PLEASE SPECIFY YEARS)
Year of
2009 PRIOR
This Report
2010
9,055,933.90 896,590.96
5,740.00
9771.69
6,712.18
510
189.66

11,783.40

included in
property tax
110,144.11 amount
1291

21,990.88

8,838.26

CURRENT LEVY DEEDUNCOLLECTED TAXES - END OF YEAR #1080
Property Taxes
1,288,282.26
0
Supplimental
3,612.96
Land Use Change
Yield Taxes
258.58
Excavation Tax @ $.02/yd
Utility Charges
Property Tax Credit Bal-

<3,943.55 >

Other Tax or Charges
TOTAL CREDITS

<
>
10,390,349.56
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MS-61

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT

For the Municipality of GRANTHAM

Year Ending 6/30/2012

DEBITS
Last Year's
Levy
2011

Unredeemed Liens
Balance - Beg. Of
Year
Liens Executed During Fiscal Year
Interest & Costs Collected

PRIOR LEVIES
(PLEASE SPECIFY YEARS)
2010

2009 PRIOR

103,616.72

40,553.53

9,437.43

12,287.07

119,057.68 113,054.15

52,840.60

1,384.52

118,307.05

750.63

(After Lien Execu-

TOTAL DEBITS

51

1,435.52

CREDITS
REMITTED TO TREASURER

Last Year's
Levy
2011

Redemptions
Interest & Costs Collected
(After Lien Execution)

#3190

PRIOR LEVIES
(PLEASE SPECIFY YEARS)
2010
2009 PRIOR

17,398.10

44,639.34

36,522.98

750.63

9,437.43

12,287.07

51

Abatements of Unredeemed Liens
Liens Deeded to Municipality
Unredeemed Liens
Balance - End of
#1110
Year
100,908.95 58,977.38
4,030.55
1,384.52
119,057.68 113,054.15 52,840.60
1,435.52
TOTAL CREDITS
Does your municipality commit taxes on a semi-annual basis (RSA 76:15-a) ? YES

TAX COLLECTOR'S SIGNATURE___________________________DATE 07/17/2012
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Supervisors of the Checklist Report

This has been a busy year for us with a Town Meeting, State Primary and General Election. Welcome to Jane Taylor as a new supervisor elected at Town Meeting. We want to thank all those, new
and experienced, who came forward to assist in the Primary and General Election. Their diligence
at both of these elections made the day run smoothly.

Of the 2445 registered voters on our checklist, 2012 voters cast their vote at the General Election.
New voters registering between the Primary and General Election were 107, and 138 registering the
day of the General Election. Thank you to the 2,012 voters for exercising their important right to
vote and for their patience as the new Voter ID Law was implemented.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Stamper
Sandy Noordsy
Jane Taylor

Town Meeting 2012
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Planning Board
Site Plan Review
M/L 226-021; Rumbrook Place; Restaurant
M/L 236-010; 631 Route 114; Saw mill renovations
M/L 226-020; 151 Route 10 North; Daycare

Merger/Annexation
Hoen; M/L 216-214, 213-007
Kemp; M/L 222-229, 228
Greenblatt; M/L 222-102, 103

Boundary Line Adjustment
Moulton; M/L 221-050, 052; 680 Route 10 North

Members: Chair Carl Hanson, Alden “Chick” Pillsbury, Charles McCarthy, Karen Ryan
Selectmen’s Representative: Warren Kimball; Alternate: Larry Fuller; Clerk: Jessica
Smith

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Despite a number of inquiries, no applicants came before the Zoning Board of Adjustment
during the past year. It is assumed that the continued poor economic climate is the cause
for the inactivity.
Respectively submitted,
Conrad F. Frey, Chair
Members: Margery Bostrom, Myron Cummings, Richard Mansfield, Tanya McIntire
Clerk: Martha Norris
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Building Inspector’s Report
62 building permits were issued for the calendar year 2012 which represents a very slight increase for
the same period last year (61 permits). Well over 100 inspections were conducted. Property owners are
reminded that all building permits must be displayed and made available for required inspections.
Also, street number signs for homes should be prominently displayed and observable from the road, at a
minimum for safety purposes as well to facilitate the required inspections.
Please contact me at the Town Office (863-6021) or at home (863-5863) with any questions or comments.

Respectfully submitted,
Roger Woodworth
Building Inspector
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Grantham Fire Department
It’s the end of another year and as I write this report there is again no
snow on the ground outside. The fire department has gone through a
few personnel changes, as in past years the total number of fire department members fluctuates. However this year we had more new members join than we had leave, which for a volunteer department is very
good! We currently have 24 members who have varying experience levels. The department
currently responds to emergencies with our 2000 Pierce Pumper, 2008 HME Pumper, 2002 Water Master Tanker, 1993 Ford Utility and 2002 Chevy Tahoe.

At the time of this report, the Grantham Fire Department has responded to 105, 911 calls. Our
most common calls were false alarms, power lines down or trees on the wires and vehicle accidents.
The following is the breakdown for calls between January 2012 and November 2012:
12
21
28
14
8
8
7
7

Fires
Vehicle Accidents
False Alarms, Unintentional Activation
Service Calls
Medical Assists
Carbon Monoxide, Smoke or Odor calls
Hazardous Condition
Electrical/Power Line

Along with responding to the 911 calls, our Deputy Forestry Wardens have given out over 400
permits for brush fire and seasonal camp fires.
Two of our members are currently enrolled in the State of New Hampshire’s Firefighter Level 1
class. This class meets at least 2 nights a week and Saturdays and or Sundays for approximately
four and half months totaling 212 hours of class and practical time; this time does not include
travel time. This shows the level of dedication that our members have to the department and
town.
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If you have ever considered volunteering to help your community, the Fire Department could be
what you are looking for. While our firefighters are paid on calls and some training, the largest
portion of our work around the station is done on a volunteer basis. We are always looking for
new members to join the department and experience is not required. Even if you don’t wish to
respond to emergency calls, we can always find something within your skill set to assist the department.
If you are interested in joining the Fire Department please feel free to stop by the station and
talk with a member. Our monthly meeting night is the first Tuesday of every month or you may
also call the department at 863-5710.
I would personally like to thank all the members of the Fire Department and FAST Squad for
their commitment and dedication to the Grantham Community. These members donated many
hours of their time over the last year and it is greatly appreciated.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jay Fountain
Fire Chief

Old Home Day 2012 Selectman
Warren Kimball and Fire Chief Jay
Fountain presented Firefighter Donald Barton with a certificate for the
longest serving member of the
Grantham Fire Department.

Grantham’s Engine 1
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FAST Squad Report
Grantham’s Emergency Medical Service is an all-volunteer, non-transport agency of state certified medical personnel who serve the town of Grantham and exist and function as part of the
Grantham Volunteer Fire Department.
Call Statistics:
The Grantham EMS responded to 103 “911” emergency calls in 2012. This is slightly down
from last year’s 119 calls. The following is a general break down of those calls and the comparison with the previous year:

TYPE OF CALL

2011

2012

MVA

21

22

Trauma – Fall

20

10

Trauma – Other

7

4

Medical – Cardiac / Chest Pain

6

9

Medical – Stroke / CVA / Seizure

5

3

Medical – Breathing difficulty

9

5

Medical – Other

34

35

Substance abuse + Psychological

0

1

Fire support and CO alarm

5

5

Medical Alarms and Lift Assists

4

3

Mutual Aid to other towns

0

0

Other

3

6

Old Home Day 2012
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Membership:
Our members are licensed as Emergency Medical Technicians of which there are three levels; basic
(EMT-B), intermediate (EMT-I), paramedic (EMT-P). Below is a list of our members and squad officers:
Stuart Gillespie

EMT-I, Coordinator

Jeff Figley

EMT-I, Asst. Coordinator

Jane Chipman

EMT-I

Jill Davis

EMT-P

Susan Figley

EMT-I

Jay Fountain

EMT-I

Bruce Chipman

EMT-I

Erin Hammond

EMT-I

Lori Avery

EMT-B

Bill Ryan

EMT-B

Brittany Rocheleau

EMT-B

Kaylee Burroughs

EMT-B

Grantham EMS is an active participant in the Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee EMS Region and the New London EMS district C-5. Our Medical Resource Hospital for providing Medical Control is New London
Hospital and our primary patient transport agency is New London Ambulance Service.
If you have any interest joining or learning about the Squad, we are always looking for new volunteers.
Please feel free to speak to one of the members, visit our web site, which you can reach through the
town’s site http://www.granthamnh.net/, and e-mail one of us, or just stop by at one of our monthly
meetings. These are held on the 3rd Thursday of each Month at 6:30pm.
We as a squad would like to thank the people of Grantham and our town officials for their continued
support and wish you all a safe and healthy year to come.
Respectfully submitted,
Stuart Gillespie
Coordinator
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Emergency Management Report
Although the worst of the problems to be dealt to the Town of Grantham seem to be weather related
emergencies, Grantham Emergency Management continues to prepare for many other issues that may
affect the town. The emergencies may range from Hazardous Materials, Earthquakes or Wildland Fires,
Pandemics and others.
First, I would like to thank Bob Osgood for the many years he dedicated to being the EMD for Grantham. From his work I will continue to work to prepare the town to be ready to face the various emergencies. Second, I want to express thanks to the town’s department heads. Shortly after I took over as
EMD in October, Hurricane Sandy was headed up the coast. The departments in town worked together
seamlessly to prepare.
In the coming year, as Emergency Management Director I would like to complete the following: Revise
the town’s Emergency Operations Plan, which was last completed in 2008. Continue with the town’s
departments to prepare to for various emergencies with exercises to practice using various parts of the
Emergency Operations Plan. And finally, I look forward to working with the town to educate about
personal and family preparation and safety during an emergency.
If you are interested in helping with Emergency Management in Grantham please contact me at
603-759-9390. During any emergency there are many activities and roles that we will need help with.

Respectfully submitted,
David Beckley
Emergency Management Director
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Highway Department—Road Agent’s Report
The winter of 2011-12 was the warmest and driest that I can remember in the eighteen years I have been
here. We had an early storm at Halloween that produced a foot of snow. We plowed and sanded for the
last time on March 10th. Mud season came early and roads were posted on February 21st. We spread
over 220 yards of stone this spring.
Summer road work projects included shaping and spreading bank run and crushed gravel on Miller Pond
Road from Sherwood Forest to the end of the town maintained portion of the road and rebuilding 250
feet of stone and 6 inches under-drain pipe that was originally placed by Bridge Lane many years ago.
Crushed gravel and road fabric was placed on portions of both Walker Road and New Aldrich Road.
Road paving was completed on Miller Pond Road, Yankee Barn Road and the final unpaved section of
Olde Farms Road in late August. Routine road maintenance such as grading, raking and spreading
chloride was also done throughout the summer.
It was a fairly normal year for the Highway Department. As always I would like to thank all of you for
your patience and support.
Respectfully submitted,
Joe Newcomb, Road Agent
Jeff Hastings, Assistant Road Agent

Replacement of a section of the under-drain
on Miller Pond Road, September 2012
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Police Department Report
2012 has proven to be another busy year for the Police Department, with our calls
volume and traffic stops on pace with last year’s numbers of 2,250 calls and 1,173
stops. As of this writing, with a month left in the year, the department has logged
2,013 calls for service and 1,080 traffic stops.

Regrettably, on April 26, 2012, the Town of Grantham joined the growing list of small towns experiencing a senseless and tragic homicide. While the investigation and prosecution of this crime was handled
by the NH State Police Major Crime Unit and the NH Attorney Generals Office, the initial response fell
to the Grantham Police Department. From the initial response, clearing and securing the scene, to maintaining security of the scene throughout the investigation, the members of the Grantham Police Department performed their duties professionally and tirelessly.

Unfortunately, two Officers have left our ranks for other agencies. Officer Courtland Smith resigned in
May and is now employed with the Enfield Police Department. Officer Matthew Merrill resigned in
October and is now with the New Hampshire State Police, working out of the Troop C barracks in
Keene. As with many police departments in the state, recruitment efforts are underway to fill these positions.

The department again provided the D.A.R.E. program to our fifth graders at GVS this past year, as well
as hosting two Drug Take Back events, manning a booth at the Grantham Health Fair and turning out in
force for Old Home Day and Halloween to assure these events were safe and fun for all involved.

In closing, I wish to thank each and every one, for the continued support of your Police Department.

Respectfully,
Walter A. Madore Sr.
Chief of Police
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GRANTHAM POLICE DEPARTMENT STATISTICS
JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2012
Second Degree Murder ...................................... 1
Criminal Threatening ......................................... 3
Burglary/Attempt to Commit Burglary.............. 8
Theft (all) ......................................................... 19
Fraud (all) ........................................................ 12
Criminal Mischief (Vandalism) ......................... 9
DWI ................................................................... 5
Endangering Welfare of a Child/Neglect........... 4
Child Custody Issues ......................................... 3
Possession/Transporting Alcoholic Bev ............ 9
Pistol Permit Application ................................. 63
Sexual Offender Registration .......................... 18
Suicidal Subject ................................................. 5
Disabled Motor Vehicle/MV Complaints. ....... 67
Bank/Business Alarm ...................................... 45
Fire Alarm/Carbon Monoxide Alarm .............. 12
Residence Alarm.............................................. 42
House Checks Completed .............................. 863
House Check Requests .................................... 53
Papers Served/Attempt to Serve/Subpoena ..... 41
Road Obstruction-Traffic Problems ................ 19
Suspicious Activity/Person-Vehicle ................ 70
Assist Fire Department .................................... 19
Assist Other Police/NHSP/Sheriff/ECA ........ 120
Public Assist/Welfare Check/Info Rq .............. 45
MV Accidents (all) .......................................... 14
Directed Patrol ................................................. 82
Police Information ........................................... 31
Animal Complaints (domestic/wild)................ 87
Motorist Assist ................................................. 44
Driving After Revocation/Suspension ............. 14
Fingerprints (employment/other) ..................... 46
Medical/Ambulance Call ................................. 61
Assist Town Clerk Dog Licensing ................... 28
Subtotal ........................................................ 1962
*All Other Offenses ....................................... 302
Traffic Citations/Warnings Issued ............... 1186
TOTAL INCIDENTS: ............................... 3450
*All Other Incidents include, but are not limited to: Sexual Assault, Simple Assault, Harassment, Computer Related Crimes, Forgery, Fraudulent Use of Credit Cards, Child Custody Issues, Littering, Juvenile Matters, Cruelty to Animals, Record Checks, Parking Complaints, Found/Lost Property, Chimney/
Structure Fire, Request for Information, Wires Down/Tree Limbs Down, Missing Persons, Protective
Custody, Civil Standby, Passing a School Bus, Repossession, Warrant Arrests, Reckless Operation/
Negligent Driving, VIN Verification, Complaints
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Transfer Station Report—Mt. Trashmore
Another year has come and gone, and winter is upon us again. I have decided to do something different
this year with my report and have done a two year comparison; July 2010 to June 30, 2011 and July
2011 to June 2012.
2010-2011

2011-2012

MSW (Trash)

912.06 T

927.68 T

C&D

223.62 T

291.38 T

Total Waste T & E

1135.68 T; $96,521.44 E

1219.06 T; $103,607.91

Aluminum

3.14 T; $3,026.68 R

3.26 T; $3,114

Metal

43.33 T; $8,668.63 R

52.32 T; $12,124.37 R

Tin Cans

7.36 T; $1,144.56 R

5.20 T; $1,017.49 R

Cardboard

43.65 T; $6,102.75 R

43.67 T; $6,505.68 R

Glass

87.72 T; $1,838.40 E

87.72 T; $1,969.98 E

Paper

147.62 T; $8,890.38 R; $7,450 E

139.27 T; $10,554.80 R; $7,500 E

Plastic

39.0 T; $1,020 E

33.68 T; $589.45 E

Electronic Waste

10.24 T; $2,103.98 E

13.21 T; $2,619.87 E

Tires

21.38 T; $2,458.70 E

23.56 T; $2,720.42 E

Total Recycling*

T 403.44; R $27,833; E $14,871.49

T 401.89; R $33,316.34; E $15,399.72

Tickets Collected

$11,568

$13,090

Recycling Percentage

26%

25%

* T = Tons; R = Revenue; E = Expense

This comparison shows that waste went up a little, recycling amounts stayed right around the same,
though the revenue went up a little. This had to do with a healthy recycling market in the fall of 2011
and part of winter 2012, however recently the market has declined. It is slowly making a comeback.
The amount of recycling needs to increase and the waste amount to decrease. We appreciate all you do
in the form of recycling, however we are hoping for larger numbers in the upcoming year.
Have a great New Year and we will see you here at Mount Trashmore.
Respectfully submitted,
Christopher C. Scott, Supervisor
David Bocash, FT Attendant
Gary Hepburn, PT Attendant
Ronald Fowler, PT Attendant
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DUNBAR FREE LIBRARY TRUSTEES REPORT

Here’s a quiz: What are the three main duties of a Library Board of Trustees? If you answered: (a) hire
and fire the director, (b) make library policy, and (c) secure library funding, you are correct.1
This year’s Dunbar Free Library Board of Trustees are Chairperson Susan Mellow, Treasurer Ed
Jenik, Secretary Lorie McClory, Wendi Grant and Kevin Hughes. Our meeting time has changed to
5:30 p.m. the third Wednesday of each month in the Jerry Whitney Room at Grantham Town Hall
and are open to the public.
The Trustees continue to work hard to make sure our library is a quality asset that can meet the needs
of Granthamites both young and old. For many, the library is an important part of their lives, providing
books in many forms – traditional, audio and digital – as well as magazines, movies, music, puzzles
and games. If you’re homebound, DFL offers a delivery service; just call 603-863-2172 and let them
know what you want.
New to the library are e-readers that can be circulated. E-reader, MP3 and iPod owners can download
books free from nh.lib.overdrive.com by using their library cards with a four-digit prefix (4298). The
highest number of downloadable titles is for Kindle. Over 13 months, DFL patrons downloaded 2,560
titles, including 230 MP3 files, 582 e-pubs, 779 wma audio and 883 Kindle.
By visiting the newly designed www.dunbarlibrary.org, patrons can access the library catalog, place
holds, renew their own materials, find out what you have checked out on your cards and the dates their
due, and much more. Want to learn a new language? Use Mango on-line… just call the library to get a
prefix to add to your library card number and you’re on your way.
During the early part of 2012, the Trustees spent approximately $11,000 to take care of a dank, musty
smell that permeated the library from the dirt crawl space below the old part of the building. Ultimately, the area was sealed and a sump pump was installed. Also, a generator was purchased and installed
at the library for $17,000.
The Trustees are now immersed in an ongoing expansion and renovation project of the library, which
is expected to be completed in 2014. Warrenstreet Architects Inc. is the architect and Milestone Construction has been hired as construction manager; both firms are from Concord. Fundraising has begun,
and if you’d like to be involved, contact Lorie or Wendi, or leave your name and contact information at
the Library.
The library celebrated the Big Read of author Edgar Allan Poe in October with a POEtry Slam, worked
with Our Town to put Poe-inspired touches in the Halloween haunted house, and held a discussion of
Poe short stories led Suzanne Brown. Halloween night brought many goblins, witches, Spidermen, Snow
Whites and other celebrities—we even found 2 Waldos!!—to the library for treats and books distributed by
trustees and library staff. Many of the books were recycled from library patrons, but there were boxes of new
books donated by Kohl’s. Many kids walked right by the treats to get to the books!
Susan Wren continued in her role as chair of the Friends of Dunbar Free Library in 2012. This wonderful organization continues to deliver diverse programming, including passes to regional museums and
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cultural sites such as The Fells in Newbury, Strawbery Banke in Portsmouth and the Museum of Science in Boston. In 2012, the Friends hosted Edie Clark at their annual meeting (the library now has
Edie’s books in circulation). Together with Eastman Community Association, the Friends and the
Trustees hosted several free events, including “It’s Not about the Hike,” the North Country Chordsmen, and NH Charitable Foundation CEO Dick Ober.
Our wonderful team of volunteers continues to grow. Their dedication was celebrated in September at
the Volunteer Appreciation Gala held at the home of Joy and Don Gobin. As always, the food
was fabulous and the weather, cooperative.
Thanks to Paula Dorr and Charlotte Broughton for their fundraising efforts on behalf of the library.
As you can see, it takes more than five trustees to do all that is needed for the library. Thank you to
everyone who uses and supports the Dunbar Free Library, including the cooperative town personnel,
our dedicated library staff, fantastic volunteers and amazing Friends! Cooperation and collaboration are
essential to making our small town big in many ways.
Respectfully submitted,
Dunbar Free Library Trustees
Susan Mellow, Ed Jenik, Wendi Grant, Kevin Hughes and Lorie McClory
1-Quoted from “Will’s World” blog by Will Manley, 10/30/2012
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Dunbar Free Library
Hours: Mon & Wed 9 a.m.-7:30 p.m., Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.-Noon; Sat. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Phone: 863-2172, e-mail: info@dunbarlibrary.org, www.dunbarlibrary.org
From July 1st, 2011 to June 30th, 2012, 2269 library cardholders (152 of them new) circulated 57,548
items: including books, magazines, audios, movies, museum passes, music, puzzles, games, and equipment. Some of those items borrowed and the people who borrowed them were never in the library, because Dunbar Free Library belongs to an audio book and eBook consortium that lets you download the
books straight to a computer or other listening or reading device (e.g. Kindle). DFL borrowers checked
out exactly 2400 items from the New Hampshire Downloadable Books consortium, and at the current
time there are over 11,000 titles available that way. In our own library, there were 26,051 items, as of
6/30/11.
For the same period, there were 33,304 visitors to the library. 1,561 of those visits were to use our computers. Some of those visitors were volunteering at the library for 2449 hours (YAY volunteers!). In
addition to actually visiting the library, we had 6336 virtual visitors to our web-site. And well over 1000
attended programs at the library, the United Methodist Church, the Recreational Fields, Town Hall, and
the Draper Room at the Center at Eastman. We borrowed 1021 items from other libraries for our patrons, and loaned 1157 items to other libraries for their patrons.

We have museum passes both local and distant: Billings Farm and Museum, The Fells, Mt. Kearsarge
Indian Museum, Museum of New Hampshire History, Museum of Fine Arts, Museum of Science, The
Currier Museum of Art , Squam Lakes Nature Center, Strawbery Banke Museum, and VINS. Many of
these passes are sponsored by the Friends of Dunbar Free Library.

We have equipment: DFL lends a Sansa Fuze MP3 player, a Kobo eReader and a Kindle, as well as a
VCR/DVD combo, and 3 “Kill-a-watt” electricity usage meters, so you can figure out how much power
that clock timer actually uses. Within the library you can use several laptops and an iPad.

Please tell us if there’s anything we can get for you, we often have it but if we don’t we’ll see what we
can do. We, the staff, appreciate the community of Grantham very much for the incredible support.
Dawn Huston, B. Joey Holmes, Bobbi Travis, Sandy Noordsy, Terri Heepe, Lisette Scott and our sub
Andy Gelston

94

Town of Grantham, New Hampshire—2012 Annual Report

Activities Department “Our Town”
"Our Town" is a division of the Grantham Recreation Department. We are dedicated to providing family oriented community events. Volunteers are always welcome. If there is an event listed below
that you would like to help with please contact the department.
The Tiki Torch Trek was held in February. It was a great little scavenger hunt in the dark around the
Grantham recreation fields, which were illuminated with lanterns. We provided bonfires at two locations
with hot cocoa, and a marshmallow station. The trek turned out on a beautiful, warm, starry night, a family pleasing event. The occasion was supported by the help of the Grantham Snowdusters, and the donation of flashlights by Sugar River Savings Bank. The Tiki Torch Trek is now an annual “Our Town”
activity. This event is free.
The Walking Club rallied from 7:30 -8:10 am, Monday – Friday, February 21st – April, every day
school was in session at the Grantham Village School Gym. Open to all in the community, the gym provided a safe warm environment to get fit and visit. The program was free, and “Our Town” offered incentives to walk. The club provided parents with a safe before school activity that included exercise and
challenges to youth and adults. It saw an average of 50 students every day, and filled a need in our community for morning child care. Do you like to walk? I am always looking for adults to help supervise
while they exercise.
Read Across America, Dr. Seuss’s Birthday party was held in March. The party is a fun little event that
offers a classic Dr. Seuss reading, books, birthday cake, prizes, and games. Free.
Knitting Club – was held at GVS in April for students. The activity was taught by the talented Gay Sabin and Susan Wren who volunteered their time and materials to the children. Our Town thanks you.
Dodge Ball Socials – a lively group of 12 students, ran in the gym after school on Wednesday’s in
April. I am happy to report that there were no dreadful injuries. Fun was had by all.
The Rabies Clinic was offered once again this year in March at the fire station. The annual community
service was well attended, and is a fund raiser for the Activities Department, so please consider stopping
in with your pet this year.
The Easter Egg Hunt was held outside at the Grantham Village School. Thanks to the employees at
Sugar River Savings Bank all 2500 eggs were stuffed with goodies. Each year we have four golden eggs
shuffled in the mass egg scramble, in which the recipient wins a basket of goods. And of course there
were visits and photo opportunities with the Easter Bunny.
The Bike Rodeo in May was held in the school parking lot, with help from
the Grantham Police Department. Kids were given safety information, a
bike check from Outspokin bike shop, enjoyed riding through our obstacle
course, and received free helmets.
The Town Wide Yard Sale was held again this year on the weekend after
Memorial Day. We had 30 locations listed. Our Town does all the advertising and is free to those signing up.
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The Father Daughter Dance was held in the town hall on Saturday the 16th of June. It was very well
attended with Dads and their girls dressed to the “T”. Dancing continued all evening to the beat of Jim
Hollis. Each father and daughter received a complimentary photo to remember the night with, and the
ladies were all presented with a flower when they came through the door. The evening also includes hot
and cold refreshments, and an ice-cream social. We’ll be back again in June if you missed us. We had a
fabulous time!
Old Home Day - July 4th. A Pancake Breakfast was once again offered by the United Methodist Church
on the morning of the 4th, it was followed by the parade at 11am. Etta Barton, and Lillian Cote rode in
the parade with the honor of being Grantham’s oldest natives.
This year’s theme was all things green, and included a farmer’s market at Old Home Day. Activities
were held at the Grantham Recreation Park with great family fun including games, petting zoo, antique
display, Jim Hollis Band, bounce houses, animal creatures, exhibits, pony rides, and train rides. The
Berg family once again attended to the pie eating contest, sack races, 3 legged race, tug of war, and
balloon toss. These folks are irreplaceable! The Parent Teacher Group Fun Run took place in the afternoon along with a softball game. Great food was also provided with a chicken BBQ from the Grantham
Volunteer Fire Department, and burgers, dogs, & fries from the Snowdusters Outdoor Recreation Club.
Thank you to everyone that volunteered, your support is greatly appreciated. Old Home
Day entertained over a 1000!
The 4-H program returned in October under a smaller format. The children enjoyed social events, volunteering, and projects, which included entering birdhouses in the Cornish Fair.
Craft in the Park took place every Tuesday in August during Music in the Meadow. A new make and
take craft is offered at each visit, free of charge.
Music in the Meadow was held on Tuesdays, in August from 6-8pm. Along with music, the event
offered popcorn, drinks, hot-dogs and an ice-cream social. It proved to be a simple but enjoyable time to
spend with family and friends. We’ll be back again next year.
The Scarecrows, we grow a bit in numbers as new businesses sign on to own one of our fall friends.
The original 20 were dressed again by the Grantham school children on the 21st of September. A new
addition this year was the snowmobile man. The straw folks went up on October 1st and were removed a
week early in anticipation of Hurricane Sandy.
The Haunted Pumpkin Festival was held
again in the gym on Saturday October27th. The
Athletics Director Marsha Googins ran our
haunted meal counter. Four prizes were given to
the best costumes of the evening. The event
serves as a safe, warm place for our trick-ortreaters to mingle and check out their costumes
in comfort. Thank you to the Grantham Snowdusters for running our haunted house, and to
the sixth grade class at Grantham Village
School who volunteer each year to run the children’s games.
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Many volunteers helped to make this event run smoothly, without you it wouldn’t be possible. Thank
you!
Town Christmas decorations and the tree lighting at the Town Hall all
happened the Sunday after Thanksgiving. The very active Grantham Boy Scouts
sang Christmas carols, and Griffin LaHaye, 8 years old (pictured right), was
chosen through a drawing to be the first person to officially turn the lights on
our newly planted Town Christmas tree.
Breakfast with Santa was held on December 8th, as always it was a wonderful
turn out. The food drive was held again this year for the local food pantry.
Thanks again to the Grantham Area Chamber of Commerce for providing us with
a fabulous Saint Nick and to the Grantham Boy Scouts for volunteering as elves.
60 Gingerbread men left our cookie table at the fire station on Dec. 1st. Thanks to Missy Walla this
event is always very successful. If you missed this free activity, we’ll be back next year.
Volunteers
A special thanks to my family, and the Walla family, who are always there to help out. I also would like
to thank everyone that has given their time to be of assistance at our events, including the more than 30
youth volunteers who provide time for their community.
Community events tie a town together, and provide treasured memories. Please continue to attend, and
support all that Grantham has to offer.

Respectfully submitted,
To the world you may be one
person, but to one person you
may be the world. Consider
volunteering!

Laurie Field
Grantham Activities Director

Selectmen Warren Kimball (center) and Constance Jones
(right) along with Police Department Secretary Judy DiPadova (left) greeted the children at Town Hall on Halloween
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Grantham Athletic Department
Each year I am encouraged by the number of children that enroll in the sports programs offered by Grantham Athletics. I feel it is a tremendous representation of the
volunteers that support the programs and an indication of the importance of sports in
children's (and parents' ) lives. I dedicate this report to the endless hours spent by
these same volunteers who have helped me plan, organize and execute the programs
they support for the town's youth. I do not have enough space to thank you all. You know who you are.
THANK YOU!
WINTER 2011/2012
BASKETBALL: Grantham Athletics had a great season with the Quad Valley
League comprised of the towns of Sunapee, Kearsarge and Newport. The 3/4
grade boys teams were hosted at GVS for the league tournament at the end of the
season. The organization of a "referee" pool made the planning of games much
easier and kept the season running smoothly. With the assistance of Lorie
McClory and Justin Bitler, referees were found who would help support our Saturday basketball games.
CHEERLEADING: This continues to be a diligent program and supports the basketball teams during
their Saturday home games. The squad is a fan pleaser and are well received at courtside.
SPRING 2012
BASEBALL: Numbers were strong enough for the creation of one Majors (11-12 y/o), two Minors
(8-10 y/o), three Rookie (6-8 yo) and 2 T-ball (6 -yo) teams. It was a great spring using the newer
baseball field.
SOFTBALL: Unfortunately, girls interested in playing softball were encouraged to use the Lebanon
program as our numbers were too small to field a team for either 12U or 10U.
TAEKWONDO: This was a new program offered in the spring and returning
in the fall. It is hopeful that this will be a continued program offered by the
Athletic Department.
SUMMER 2012
SOCCER- offered for the summer as a clinic and camp under the guide of New Hampshire Premier Soccer Academy (NHPSA) out of Bedford, NH. The programs were very well attended and feedback was
terrific. The summer program was a springboard for the NHPSA to help support the regular soccer season in the fall by assisting coaches at practices and games and offering their specialized soccer curriculum leveled for each age group.
FALL 2012
SOCCER: Regular Season continued with the Upper Valley Recreation Association (UVRA) and teams
played against Lebanon, Cornish, Plainfield and Hanover. NHPSA also helped throughout the season
with coach guidance.
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TAEKWONDO: Returned in the fall with great success.
MISCELLEANOUS: Photographs are a continued offering for parents to capture their young players
and is a well anticipated part of each sport.
Franks' Café: Snacks, food and drinks are a big hit at the Haunted
Pumpkin Festival each year.
Basketball Concession: Snacks, hotdogs and drinks are offered at all
basketball games during the season.
Colby-Sawyer Internship: I was extremely fortunate to have the assistance of two Sports Management interns from Colby-Sawyer College at the end of the summer and fall. These two gentlemen have
endured endless hours lining soccer fields, organizing and inventory of equipment and uniforms, dismantling soccer goals, attending Recreation Park Meetings and Coaches meetings, helped paint, order
supplies, helped with programs registrations, and helped support all I do over the past few months. They
were a tremendous resource for the Athletic Department and I wish them well in their future careers.
As I close this report, I cannot stress the importance of volunteering time to your community. Volunteers give the Athletic Department it's vitality. I am always looking for new ideas to offer our youth and
welcome any talent that folks are willing to share. I am honored to help give our town's young residents
the opportunity to grow as individuals and will work hard to support programs in the years to come that
will support this goal.

Respectfully submitted,
Marsha Googins
Athletics Director
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Town Archivist Report
Last March 20, 2012, I was sworn into the office of Grantham NH Town Archivist. This is a volunteer
position that is exciting, challenging and has all the demands of a paid position.
There has been and will continue to be a learning curve, but slowly and surely I am understanding the
workings of the town governmental procedures that affect this position. You are welcome to the Archives when needed, but make allowances if I look bewildered.
So far this year, there have been 6 genealogical inquiries. Five of these have been via emails. They involved ancestry births, deaths and marriages. One inquiry also asked for any available photos. Another
came from as far away as California.
I have instituted a new accession (a new item donated to the existing archive records) form. It is more
graphic in design and makes searching for an item easier. Five accession items have been given to the
Archives.
Other town records, as required by law, have been passed from the Town Hall to the Archives. One of
my goals, in this position, is to make sure that all records are dated. It is surprising how many records
have no dates.
The computers in the building have been equipped with a built-in backup which is a great improvement
in preserving the Archival data.
Several new books on preservation are now in the Archive library and will be useful in preserving both
old and new acquisitions.
In coordination with the Grantham Historical Society, who shares the old school house with Town
Archives, we have relied on Lea Frey’s excellent Archival Guide and have reviewed, verified and elaborated on the many items in the Guide.
The Archives hours are Friday from 1-4 pm. Appointments can be made for other times by calling
863-9701 during the open hours.
As the new volunteer Town Archivist, I look forward to continually serving the Grantham community.
Respectfully submitted,
Ms. Rae Tober
Today’s current events are tomorrow’s history
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Conservation Commission
Perambulation:

Dave Wood

New Hampshire towns are required to perambulate their boundaries no less frequently than every seven
years. The last perambulation of the Grantham boundary was initiated in 2005, although the perambulation of the boundary with Plainfield was not completed until 2010. For that reason, when the Grantham
Selectmen designated the Conservation Commsion to conduct a perambulation, the decision was made
to defer the perambulation of the Plainfield boundary until 2013. Between July and September, 2012,
several excursions were conducted by the GCC together with guests from Grantham and representatives
of Croydon, Enfield, and Springfield. In all cases, the monuments were found, remarked as needed, and
photographed. Their GPS coordinates were also taken, often averaging the measurements from several
instruments. The GPS coordinates were found to match those reported from the 2005 perambulations
quite closely; however, in many cases the measured coordinates differed substantially from those estimated from state maps. In the case of the Croydon boundary the location of 11 of the 13 markers differed more than the expected GPS error from the boundary displayed on the Univ of New Hampshire
GranitView maps (http://granitview.unh.edu/). In the case of Springfield 3 of the 8 boundary markers
differed more than expected, and in the case of Enfield one of the 5. While the resolution of the discrepancy is being sought, the narratives have been completed and are being signed off prior to filing with the
respective towns.

Wetlands Inventory

Merle Schotanus
Kristina Burgard

The Grantham Conservation Commission (“GCC”) completed its Wetland Inventory and Assessment
project in October 2012, and after holding two informational public forums, submitted its conclusions
and recommendations for establishing a wetlands protection program for the Town to the Planning
Board in mid-November. The project’s final report by Dr. Rick Van de Poll, certified wetlands scientist,
and the GCC’s report and recommendations are the result of a two year study of Grantham’s wetlands
that was mandated by Chapters III and X of the Town Master Plan, which directed that the GCC “…
prepare a local wetland inventory and evaluation and consider the designation of prime wetlands”. With
the help of 22 volunteers and the cooperation of 87 landowners, 54 Wetland Evaluation Units (“WEU”)
were identified and evaluated using the 2011 revision of the “NH Method” (Method for the Inventory
and Evaluation of Freshwater Wetlands in New Hampshire.)
In considering which WEU’s to recommend to the Planning Board as prime wetland candidates, the
Commission reviewed each WEU’s evaluation results and the recommendations in Dr. Van de Poll’s
Final Report within the framework of four wetland characteristics considered most important to meet
Grantham’s Master Plan goals and objectives (“Mandates”): 1) flood storage capability; 2) contribution
to water supply; 3) contribution to water quality; and 4) wildlife habitat. GCC also considered relevant
state statutes, local zoning ordinances, DES rules, and other applicable references such as guidelines for
municipal water supplies, and flood zone information and history. A primary focus of the GCC’s review
was how a particular WEU scored in relation to each of these four Master Plan Mandates, and on how
many of these did the WEU score well. In reaching its final recommendations, the GCC focused on applying the least restrictions that would provide the most protection of these valuable resources while balancing the rights of property owners with the demands of public welfare, health, and safety in resource
protection. In addition, where possible, it sought to avoid duplicating state and local protections that are
currently in place.
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Using this balanced approach, the GCC recommended to the Planning Board and Selectmen that two
warrant articles be placed on the 2013 Grantham Town Meeting ballot as a first step to achieve permanent protection of the Town’s most valuable and vunerable water and wetland resources. The first warrant article seeks to adopt a Town Wetlands Map and Index, which is a map from the Final Report showing each wetland unit identified and evaluated in the Wetland Inventory, along with an index of the
name and number for each unit. The second seeks to designate 8 of the highest scoring wetland evaluation units as prime wetlands in accordance with RSA 482-A:15; specifically, 1) WEU#32-Bog Brook, 2)
WEU#1-Chase Pond, 3) WEU#26-Grass Pond West, 4) WEU#8-Lily Pond, 5) WEU#37-Lower Eastman Brook, 6) WEU#50-Stocker Pond, 7) WEU#20-Upper Dunbar Hill Beaver Pond, and 8) WEU#30Upper Stroing Brook. If the Town adopts this warrant article, the WEUs listed will be submitted to
NHDES for adoption as prime wetlands by the State. To achieve permanent protection of Town wetlands, the GCC also recommended in its report that the GCC, Planning Board, and Zoning Board of Adjustment work together to establish a Wetlands Overlay District in the Town Zoning Ordinances for
adoption at the 2014 Town Meeting.
Dr. Van de Poll’s Final Report and the GCC Report and Recommendations are available in their entirety
for review in hard copy at the Town Office, or online through the Wetland Inventory sub-page of the
GCC website (www.granthamnh.net/Conservation), or directly through sidebar shortcuts called “Final
Report” and “GCC WI Recommendations” on the right side of the Commission’s home page.
Respectfully submitted,
The Grantham Conservation Commission
Richard Hocker, Chair, Merle Schotanus, Kristina Burgard, Lindsey Lefebvre, David Wood and Joe
Watts
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Grantham Historical Society
Another productive year at the historical society was overshadowed by the
death of our co-founder, long-time past-president, and president emeritus Allen
Walker. Allen’s passing truly caused every member to reflect on the origins of
our organization and how far we’ve come since its inception. We will always
be grateful to Allen for the leadership and enthusiasm he brought to GHS. His
death may have marked the end of an era, but we’re committed to beginning a
new one that builds upon his vision and honors his memory.
Thanks to the work of editor and new vice-president Pat Andrews, our newsletter continued to bring Grantham’s history to life in the form of informative articles and news items, highlighted by historic photographs showing our town as
it used to be. As always, we applaud Pat for her tireless efforts and her patience
with all of us who call ourselves ‘contributors.’ The newsletter reflects Pat’s belief in quality and her
love of local history. We could have no better person on the job.
The society’s work toward the completion of a published history of the town truly entered the home
stretch. The first draft is well over halfway complete and much progress has been made in terms of organization of the work of various contributors, the flow of the narrative, and the selection of maps and
illustrations. New board member Dwight Wilder has assisted greatly with the coordination of the various
pieces and facilitating their inclusion. Our goal is to have the book ready for publication by the summer
and in print by the fall, when it will make a wonderful gift idea for the holidays!
Our website (www.granthamhistoricalsociety.org) continues to evolve, including links to past newsletters, historic photographs and other materials of interest to those who love Grantham’s history. Please
take an opportunity to visit our website and let us know how we’re doing.
In a valiant attempt to reprise his performance of last year, board member Craig McArt oversaw the layout and production of the historical society’s 2013 calendar. The end product is something to be proud
of and has exceeded our already high expectations. We enjoy using the annual calendar as an opportunity to spread the word about our town and how it has grown over time. We thank Craig for another job
well done.
The society offered another slate of interesting programs and
events throughout the year. The annual meeting in May featured Grantham’s own Peter James, who presented a fascinating
overview of the historic Concord Coach, including a review of
the manufacturing facilities in Concord and the colorful history
of the men who produced it. In July, the society was wellrepresented at Old Home Day with a display table at which we
sold items of historic interest. Our appraisal day returned in
September and was greeted by a sizeable crowd of ‘antiquers’
who enjoyed Dan Olmstead’s comprehensive knowledge of art
and antiques, and his willingness to share that background. Plainfield resident Steve Taylor came over
the mountain to deliver his talk on one-room schools in October and gave a presentation that was both
folksy and informative. Finally, the society was represented at the town’s annual Christmas craft fair,
where we offered items of historic interest for sale – and, of course, memberships.
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In other news, Pat Andrews has worked closely with our new town archivist, Rae Tober, toward making sure that the catalog of both the town and
historical society collections is up-to-date and easy to use. Our recording
secretary, Christina McKahan, has expanded her efforts to record the
town’s history through interviews and video recordings; her facility and
comfort with modern digital recording equipment is greatly admired by
those of us whose appreciation for the preservation of these recollections is
exceeded only by our fear of the technology! Steadfast GHS member and
former board member Renee Gustafson continues her dedication and willingness, literally, ‘to get her hands dirty,’ toward the care and development
of the memorial garden and the plantings around the old school building,
including the small garden across the parking lot. We couldn’t have done it
without her and continue to be amazed at her energy. The society celebrated its on-going partnership with the heirs of Phyllis and Pete Forest at the
historic Horton Farm; the inventory and cataloging continues, with an exhibit planned at some point in the relatively near future. Last but certainly not least, a sincere thank you
is due to Paul Osgood, the husband of Kathi Osgood, our outstanding treasurer, who continues to devote
his time and talent to the historical society, as he has done for years. His contributions to the care of the
old school building and to the modest improvements we have made are invaluable.
The collections committee has been busy with an ever-growing array of donations given to us by residents and neighbors alike. We are grateful for all the historical gifts we receive and thank everyone for
believing in us and our mission.
Our membership has grown significantly and we appreciate the increased support. We thank our members as always – old and new – and look forward to staying in touch regarding our various activities and
endeavors.
After Allen’s death last May the society was proud to work with the town to host a memorial event that
included his nephew and three nieces, and their respective families. A catered lunch was enjoyed by all
who loved Allen and dropped by to celebrate his life and considerable contributions. A number of warm
memories were shared, more than a few of which made us laugh and reminded us of Allen’s signature
dry wit. We’ll miss him always.
Sincerely,
Kenneth Story
President
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Grantham Community Crisis Fund
PO Box 1192
Grantham, NH 03753
Serving the community in need has been the goal of the Grantham Community Crisis Fund for the last
18 years. With the generous donations this year of $5000.00 from individuals, groups and non-profit
organizations, we have been able to assist with food, fuel, emergency housing, scholarships, summer
programs and individual requests amounting to over $7000.00.
Do you have a crisis situation that has overwhelmed you? Is there a financial solution that we can assist
with to help elevate your situation? Any member of the Crisis Fund can discreetly meet and discuss
with you what we can do for you.
Interested in helping your fellow neighbor by donating to our organization? Please contact one of our
members below or mail us at the address above.

Grantham Community Crisis Fund Members:
Deborah Cheever

863-5946

Cindy Towle

863-3156

Andrew Mellow

863-1850

Terry Dorr

863-4028

Kris Widmann

863-1681

Susan Wren

863-7355
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January 2013
Dear Friends:
On behalf of all staff, volunteers and the trustees of Lake Sunapee Region VNA and Hospice
(LSRVNA), thank you for the opportunity to provide home health and hospice services, long-term care
and community health services in Grantham.
Our Mission remains unchanged and LSRVNA personnel strive to support the dignity and independence
of all Grantham residents. As in previous years, the LSRVNA Board of Directors has pledged that,
within its financial resources, our Agency will continue to provide your community with all its services,
except for long-term private duty care, regardless of insurance coverage or any individual’s ability to
pay for care.
I am proud to report that, in 2012, LSRVNA employees:
 Provided 1,412 hours of nursing, therapy and in-home supportive care to 114 residents;
 Provided 1,276 in-home nursing, therapy and social work visits to these residents. 86 visits

were provided without any remuneration to LSRVNA. 136 visits were provided under the NH
Medicaid program. The NH Medicaid program reimburses LSRVNA at roughly 60% of the
Agency’s visit cost;
 Six residents received 66 visits through our hospice program and, thanks in part to our support,

they were able to spend their last days at home. Their families and loved ones are provided bereavement support and counseling at no cost; and
 264 Grantham residents utilized foot care, flu and blood pressure clinics as well as parent child,

bereavement and other support groups provided by LSRVNA. In addition, LSRVNA staff provided two free Wellness Clinics to the Grantham Village School staff, which included body
composition, cholesterol and blood glucose screening. When utilized in the workplace, Wellness Clinics have demonstrated contribution to the overall health of the workforce with lower
costs associated with health insurance, illness and absenteeism.
LSRVNA staff remain committed not only to individual health and well-being, but to fostering community support and involvement which enables residents to help their friends and neighbors. Please do not
hesitate to call me at 526-4077 if there is any way that we may be of service to you, your friends, or
loved ones or if you have an idea how we can help foster the overall health and well being of the our
community.
Sincerely,
Scott Fabry, RN
President and CEO

107

Town of Grantham, New Hampshire—2012 Annual Report

MVHI is a nonprofit public health organization serving the Upper Valley towns of Canaan, Cornish,
Dorchester, Enfield, Grafton, Grantham, Hanover, Lebanon, Lyme, Orange, Orford, Piermont, and
Plainfield. Our goal is to protect and promote the health of our community.
MVHI hosts a number of public health and substance abuse prevention programs and works with partner
organizations to promote a broad range of public health efforts. In 2012, MVHI served as the convener

of a project creating a regional public health collaborative that will develop a unified set of regional priorities, ensure a steady flow of information, support inter-agency initiatives, and improve our regional capacity to address identified public health needs. In 2013, we will officially
launch this collaborative by establishing an advisory committee and hiring staff.
During 2012, our programs reached numerous people who live, work, and attend school in Grantham:
 Health Education – MVHI participated in two health fairs for Grantham residents and staff serve

on the Grantham Village School Health and Wellness Committee;
 Immunizations -- MVHI provided information for parents about free flu vaccines available for

students not served by Lebanon’s school-based flu vaccine clinics. We also hosted three flu
vaccine clinics in the region that provided over 600 free flu vaccines to residents aged 10 and
older.
 Coordination: MVHI staff represented region wide public health issues at various regional and

state level committees and workgroups, including the Upper Valley All Health Hazards Regional Coordinating Committee, the HEAL Partnership, and NH Department of Health and Human
Services Regionalization efforts.
MVHI greatly appreciates the support we receive from Grantham and will continue to work hard to meet
your needs in 2013.
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United States Senators
HONORABLE KELLY AYOTTE
1200 Elm Street, Suite 2
Manchester, NH 03101-2503; 603-622-7979
HONORABLE JEANNE SHAHEEN
1589 Elm Street, Suite 3
Manchester, NH 03101; 603-647-7500

United States Congresswoman—District 2
HONORABLE ANN McLANE KUSTER
18 North Main Street, Fourth Floor
Concord, NH 03301; 603-226-1002

NH Senator—District 8
SENATOR BOB ODELL
PO Box 23
Lempster, NH 03605-0023

NH Representatives
SULLIVAN COUNTY—DISTRICT 1

SULLIVAN COUNTY—DISTRICT 9

Benjamin P. Lefebvre

Linda L. Tanner

PO Box 1131, Grantham, NH 03753

PO Box 267

603-667-2722; bplefebvre@gmail.com

Georges Mills, NH 03751
603-763-4471; linda.tanner@leg.state.nh.us

Andrew R. Schmidt
PO Box 1747, Grantham, NH 03753
603-863-1247; andrew.schmidt@leg.state.nh.us
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Notes
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Grantham Town Meeting
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 5pm
Grantham Town Building, Lower Level
300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH
Election of Town Officials by ballot; polls open 10am—7pm

Grantham School District Meeting
Tuesday, March 5, 2013 at 6:30m
Grantham Village School Gymnasium
75 Learning Drive, Grantham, NH

Election of School Officials
By ballot on Tuesday, March 12, 2013
Grantham Town Building, Lower Level
300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH
Polls open from 10am—7pm

